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Rotterdam, 07-03-10
To the Admin. Council Members and the National Societies.

Dear Colleagues,

As you probably already know the 9th EFIM Congress, 22-24 September 2010, has been cancelled by the Swedish Society of Internal Medicine. The Executive committee (EC) of EFIM regrets the decision of the Swedish Society, but has no choice other than to accept it. The cancellation of the congress is due to budgetary reasons caused mainly by the recession.

The Executive Committee has, however, decided to use the opportunity in a positive way and to organize a smaller scale meeting with a limited number of expert presentations and panel discussions. The EC invites all Administrative Council (AC) Members and Presidents/Secretaries of National Societies to bring a small number (3-5) of interested colleagues to participate in this high- level scientific event. This might also give you a good opportunity to bring young internists to the meeting. Also the regular EC and AC meetings will be held in the usual way.
The outline of the program as mentioned before had already been designed by the EC (as an additional yearly EFIM event with update talks and panel discussions) and will now be used earlier than expected due to the cancellation of the Congress.

The dates will remain approximately  the same with working groups early morning Friday 24th followed by the scientific program and a second block of working group meetings late afternoon.
On Saturday 25th the General Assembly and the Administrative Council meetings will be held.

In cooperation with the Swiss Society of Internal Medicine the meeting will be in Luzern.

More detailed information will follow in due time. So, please save the date!
We hope that you understand that the decision made by the Swedish Society troubles the EC of EFIM, but we think that together we did find a good solution to fill up the gap.

Finally I would like to communicate to you that the preparations for EFIM 10 in Athens, 2011 are well underway. We trust that the Hellenic Society will make this 10th EFIM congress a big success.

With kind regards,
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Jan Willem F Elte, Secretary General of EFIM



