EUROPEAN FEDERATION 

OF INTERNAL MEDICINE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY and ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL
Venue: Luzern Switzerland
On: Saturday 25 September 2010 9am-5pm 

MINUTES
Present: S Allard (Belgium), L Kotik (Czech Republic), R Ceska (Czech Republic), L Bosanska (Czech Republic), M Lember (Estonia), K Petterson Fernholm (Finland), D Sereni (France), X Roux (France), A Mueller Marbach (Germany), PM Schumm Draeger (Germany), J Kobberling (Germany), S Raptis (Greece), N Katsilambros (Greece), R Palsson (Iceland), M Vardi (Israel), D Dicker (Israel), M Cappellini (Italy), L Dagna (Italy), F Violi (Italy) S Basili (Italy), E Kucharz (Poland), A Kotulska (Poland), F Ferreira (Portugal), C Araujo (Portugal), I Bruckner (Romania), V Kokorin (Russia), D Jankovic (Serbia), R Hojs (Slovenia), P Vidali (Slovenia), R Pujol (Spain), B Pinilla (Spain) P Conthe (Spain), P Roman Sanchez (Spain), J Casademont Pou (Spain) JA Santos Calderon (Spain), R Gomez de la Torre (Spain), J Garcia Alegria (Spain), M Alvarez de Mon (Spain), E Pacho (Spain), I Moreno (Spain), S Lindgren (Sweden), W Bauer (Switzerland), Ph Jaeger (Switzerland), J Pfisterer (Switzerland), HP Kohler (Switzerland), V Briner (Switzerland), JW Elte (the Netherlands), M Slee-Valentijn (the Netherlands), K Grundy (the Netherlands), F Bosch (the Netherlands), H van Hulsteijn (the Netherlands), S Unal (Turkey), O Yazici (Turkey), M Durusu (Turkey), E Akalin (Turkey), C Davidson (UK), R Duckitt (UK), R Tanzeem Haider (UK), C Semple (UEMS)
Excused: B Grosbois (France), K Horky (Czech Republic), M Kramer (the Netherlands) 
General Assembly

1. Apologies and Welcome  (W Bauer)

W Bauer welcomed the participants in Luzern. Apologies were received from B Grosbois (France), K Horky (Czech Republic), M Kramer (the Netherlands)
2. Minutes of General Assembly, Amsterdam 31/10/2009 for approval (W Bauer)


The minutes were approved.

Poland took this opportunity to thank all the members that send their marks of sympathy after the crash of the Polish presidential plane. 
3. Report of the President (W Bauer) (enclosed presentation)
W Bauer reported on this past year, and reflected on his presidency of EFIM. 
- He thanked the Executive committee – “the machinists in the engine room” – for the fruitful work that was accomplished

- W Bauer thanked Congrex for the support from Brussels

- W Bauer noted that although it had been very difficult to cancel the Congress 2010 in Stockholm, he was very happy to welcome everyone in Lucerne, and hoped that the scientific meeting had been appreciated by everyone

- ESIM: W Bauer saluted the expansion of the flagship of EFIM with the launch of the new school, about to take place in January 2011.

- EJIM  W Bauer noted that the journal is improving steadily in not so easy times

- Clinical research course – W Bauer announced that the course will be re-activated through the help of the Foundation, which is a great achievement

- Young internists: W Bauer noted that through the past 2 years, the YI group has developed immensely, and is extremely active today. 
- EFIM Fellows: W Bauer project to develop a European network of excellence is being launched. Fellowships will be offered from 2011 with new benefits. 

- Working groups – W Bauer thanked the different group for their help in the promotion of high quality internal medicine

- Website: launched earlier this year, the new website offers actualities, complete information and a new design 

- W Bauer reminded the National Societies that they are EFIM and therefore it is important they get more involved, and increase communication.
- UEMS, European Board: this platform offers coordination and cooperation. EFIM also has a good relationship with ISIM. 

S. Raptis enquired about the possibility to get links to electronic journals on the website. WB answered that this possibility will be investigated. He also asked about developing common qualifications. WB answered that unfortunately there was not enough candidates for the European diploma and therefore it had to be put on hold but hopefully it will be revived in a few years, once interest is renewed. He also noted the core competencies working group is working together with the UEMS on this subject.

The report of the president was approved.
4. Report of the Secretary General (JW Elte)

JWE reported the following meetings of the EC:

· 6 teleconferences

· Meeting with the Editor in Chief of EFIM in Amsterdam

· Meeting in Athens to prepare for the congress

· Meeting in Asker

· National congresses: EC members attended many of them on behalf of EFIM 
· The EC also went to Brussels to meet with Congrex
· Finally the EC met in Kuesnacht for a strategic session
JWE thanked the president for his sweet and full of humour presidency.

The report of the Secretary General was approved

5. Report of the Treasurer (F Ferreira) (enclosed presentation)
FF presented the results of the 2009 accounts, and requested approval for the 2011 budget. He noted that more and more National Societies were contributing and it was a good sight, but he also noted that these were difficult times to get support from the industry, and with the cancellation of the Swedish congress, EFIM will take a loss in 2010.

The accounts and the budget were approved.

6. Any Other Business

No other business was raised.

7. Next meeting

The next meeting will take place in Athens during the Congress. The exact date will be communicated soon.
Administrative Council

1. Apologies and Welcome  (W Bauer)

WB addressed a special welcome to Hans Peter Kohler, Secretary General of ISIM, who said a few words. He invited attendees to come to the next Congress in Bali
He informed participants that China just joined the organisation, and that they would meet in 2 weeks with the Chinese society of internal medicine.

He informed of his recent trip to North Caucasius, but regretted limited contacts with Africa at this stage. This would need to improve. 
ISIM has 63 members for the moment. 

2. Minutes of Administrative Council, Oslo 07/03/2010 for approval (W Bauer)

Prof. Raptis stated that he does not want the minutes on the website, but distributed in paper.
3. Appointment of R Pujol as new President
WB thanked Stefan Lindgren, a role model for WB, very intelligent, never emotional, will stay on the board of the federation and on the working group of competencies.

WB said he would not die but fade away, and knew RP is the man for the situation.
RP is extremely happy because this new period is a challenge, but a very nice period of his personal and professional life. He thanked SL, a clever man, and WB for their efforts and achievements during the last years, and acknowledged his Swiss accuracy. 

4. Future of EFIM: Strategic Review 

See enclosed presentation 
5. Re-election of Treasurer

Faustino Ferreira was re-elected by acclamation. 
6. Elections 
J Koberling volunteered to assist JWE in the election process.
Both candidates for the seat of President Elect, S Unal and N Cappellini presented. 

D Sereni expressed his support to N Cappellini as a better candidate for the position, and E Akalin questioned whether it was appropriate or not to influence the vote.
Nica Cappellini was elected by 21 votes against 16 and nominated President Elect.

Lubos Kotik presented his candidacy and was elected by acclamation. 
7. Upcoming Congresses: EFIM-10 (Athens) EFIM-11 (Madrid) EFIM – 12 (Prague)
Efim 10 Athens (enclosed presentation)
Prof Raptis presented progress on the Congress.
Prof Raptis expressed that the EFIM Congress will be free for the Greeks as part of the Greek congress. 2000 to 2500 are expected.

It will be from Wednesday until Saturday lunch, as cheaper flights are available on Saturdays.

 A Mueller raised his concerns that prices for young internists were too high.

Prof Raptis said this would need to be discussed and advised young internists to book a cheaper hotel. He also pointed that the price was still cheaper than the diabetes Congress. 
R Duckitt suggested to National Societies to think about ways to give grants for active young internists in their societies, and in EFIM.

How many participants? 2000 / 2500

Efim 11 Madrid
P Conthe expressed his pride on behalf of the Spanish society to see R Pujol as president of EFIM. 
The dates of the Spanish Congress will be 25 to 28 October 2012, and it is expected to be a big success, with 2000 to 3000 participants. 

Efim 12 Prague: R Ceska confirmed that the Congress will take place at the end of September 2013 in conjunction with the National congress.
8. Selection of Congress venue 2014 : presentation of candidates (Moscow, Russia and Geneva, Switzerland) 
The Russian Society announced that it has decided to withdraw its candidacy for 2014 and will apply for 2015. Other societies will however be able to apply to host the Congress in 2015.
They presented their venue for 2015.
D Sereni asked if we should consider lowering the fees in order to attract Russians. V Kokorin answered that it would be necessary, as their national congresses are free. Pharmaceutical support is however guaranteed.

Questions were also raised about language, and it was answered that translation would be provided. 

Geneva remains the only candidate for 2014 (presentation enclosed)
A question was raised about not keeping the congress in the fall but a general agreement was that it makes more sense to hold the congress in conjunction to the national congress of the country hosting it, for political and financial reason. EFIM does not have the luxury to yet set its own calendar.

Geneva was selected as the 2014 destination for the Congress by show of hands.
9. Working groups: reports and future (Proposal for a new working group on rare diseases) 

C Semple updated on the Competencies project for the European board of internal medicine (enclosed presentation) 

S Raptis asked whether it would be possible to have a section about diabetes at UEMS and was answered that there is indeed an endocrinology section there.

W Bauer updated on the Professional working group: 
The focus is currently to publish their paper in many journals, and encouraged National Societies to do so. 
A new paper about ethics will be issued. 
The group would also like to write about the academic position of General Internal Medicine, and a paper aimed at decision makers / general audience that can be read by non medical audiences in a comprehensive way. They plan to cooperate with the competencies working group on this project. 

H Van Hulsteijn updated on the Quality of care working group:

A new member Ana Torres joined the group and was warmly welcomed. 

The group will send a questionnaire about the rule of 12; and charter of quality.
The EQUIP project has been postponed to the 1st of January 2011 due to lack of funds.

C Araujo updated on the Exchange programme (enclosed presentation):

It was remarked that there needs to be a clear definition on whether this will be in teaching hospital or university hospital. 
D Sereni said the Foundation will be able to help financially. 
It was remarked that this is more an observational programme, as interaction with patients is limited. It is also therefore advised to encourage the other exchange programme lead by Prof. Schifferli. 
N Cappelini presented her project on having a Working Group on rare diseases (enclosed presentation). 

She explained that a criteria for a rare disease is less than 5/200.000

S Raptis asked whether EFIM has a position on alternative medicine. The general agreement was however that this is not an issue for EFIM but for medicine in general. 
10. Young Internists (enclosed presentation)
R Duckitt made a presentation on the updates for the YI. He informed about the sub committee changes, with Moshe Vardi and Mine Durusu leaving. 2 new members were elected: Monique Slee Valentijn (NL) and Ivan Moreno (ES)

11. ESIM: Additional year in Brighton, preparation for Winter School 2011 (enclosed presentations)
C Davidson reported on the past summer school, which was a big success.
It was noted that the lectures are really good and should be broadcasted so that more societies can participate. 

V Briner updated the AC on the winter school. She explained that the accommodation will be a 4 star hotel for teachers, meals and classes but that students will stay in condos, as this is the low season for Saas Fee. 
She also answered a question about having posters from the Congress at the School, but unfortunately it was agreed this is not very practical.
The AC approved reconducting the school in Brighton in 2011 but in Romania a new location will need to be found.

12. Fellowship Programme (enclosed presentation)
W Bauer explained the wish to get in touch with a series of internists in Europe, and presented the project, to be implemented at the beginning of 2011.
A question was asked about better rates for the fellows at the Congress, and this aspect will be considered. 

A question of recruiting fellows outside of the Europe was also raised but this will not be applied for the moment. Of course, an outstanding internist outside Europe can be considered for an honorary fellowship.

13. Alchimie project (presentation enclosed)
R Pujol presented the updates on this project 
Prof Violi presented a new project (ABI). He would like to measure ABI and relate it with stroke; this is a very nice opportunity for EFIM to join the project, as more patients are needed. He will circulate the protocole.
C Davidson thinks the project is of immense value and entirely appropriate. 

L Kotik noted that it is difficult to make exact measures. P Violi answered that making a doppler is the most sensitive way.

14. Foundation (D Sereni) 

D Sereni reminded that the objective of the foundation was to raise money from private donors and pharmaceutical companies in order to fund projects in the development of internal medicine in Europe.
FDIME helps with the schools by attributing bursaries. D Sereni reminded attendees to please send applications as soon as possible. Four more will be available for the next summer school.
FDIME also shares projects in research with EFIM. The Alchimie project for example will be supported with 5000 euros. 

FDIME will also support young internists exchange grants with 5000 euros.

D Sereni announced that the clinical research course will be restarted by the foundation in 2011. 

D Sereni reminded the Administrative Council of the upcoming Gala concert in Paris.

15. Cooperation UEMS / EFIM (C Semple)
See above.
16. Next Meeting

I Bruckner presented the destination of Bucharest, Romania. The dates have been confirmed for 18/19 March 2011                        
